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History

Sakai Carp Streamers originated in the early Meiji period (1868—1912), when a
craftsman of Japanese kites made paper carp streamers. During the Edo period
(1603—1868), warriors’ families displayed streamers on which their family crests were
printed in hope of the birth of boys and their sound growth. In the early Meiji period,
craftsmen produced streamers in the shape of carp, using paper. In the mid-Meiji
period, using wide cotton cloth and Sakai’s bleaching techniques, strong cloth carp
streamers were created. At the end of the Meiji period, an artisan in Sakai created a
new design featuring Kintaro (a folklore boy hero) riding on a carp’s back. This design
became popular, and the carp streamers were designated as traditional crafts of
Osaka Prefecture in 1986. Today, the hand-painting technique is passed down to
future generations.
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This museum introduces Sakai’s traditional
industries. In addition to exhibitions, the museum
holds various workshops and demonstrations. In

shops, Sakai's traditional craftworks are available, including knives, bleached and
dyed cotton items, incense sticks, kelp products, and carp streamers.
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Sells a wide range of products for
home and professional use.
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The museum displays various types of
knives produced in Sakai, along with
the related history and manufacturing
processes.
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Sells traditional products, such as

bleached and dyed cotton items,
incense sticks, and kelp products.

TAKUMI EXHIBITION
Traditional Industry Exhibition
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The room introduces traditional
industries, including cotton bleaching

and hand-dyeing, incense sticks, and
kelp processing.

Information

Address 1-1-30 Zaimokucha-nishi, Sakai Ward,
Sakai City, Osaka 590-0941

Phone +81-72-227-1001

Hours 10:00~17:00

Closed days Closed on the third Tuesday of each
month (ifit falls on a holiday, closed
the following day)and December 29—
January 3 *Might be closed
temporarily on other days.

Admission free [ %

Official website of Sakai
Traditional Crafts Museum p [EIREFEE
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Sakai Carp Streamers

Displaying carp streamers is a traditional custom. On Children’s Day
(May 5), families display them in their garden in hope of their boys’
sound growth and future success. Sakai Carp Streamers feature a solid
structure and a design of Kintaro (a folklore boy hero) riding on a carp’s
back. When they are hung up on a pole, they swing in the sky with the air
blowing through their bodies. They look as if they were swimming in the
sky. The carps, drawn with dozens of different brushes and strictly
selected pigments, feature dynamic brushstrokes that can be produced
only by hand painting. The streamers embody the artisans’ aspiration
and creativity.
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Powerful brush strokes and detailed depiction
are possible only by hand drawing. Since carps
are hand drawn, even products of the same
design differ from one another.
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Kintaro is the trademark of Sakai Carp
Streamers. Kintaro’s second toe is
made longer than the first toe
oya-yubi or parent’s toe in Japanese).
This design reflects aspirations of
parents that their sons will become

A. greater than them.
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Marking and drawing the eye
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After drilling a hole in the location
of the eye, draw a circle with a

bamboo compass bunmawashi to
which a brush is fixed.
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Before drawing a carp, depict
Kitaro riding on the carp’s back.
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Paint barbels and scales and blur
the paint to create gradations.
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To depict Kintaro riding on the carp’s
back, a Sakai Carp Streamer has a

wider body and mouth than those of
typical carp streamers. When the carp

] streamer is hung up on a pole, it

! swings in the sky with the air blowing
through its body, which looks as if a
real carp were swimming in the sky.
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Draw the contour with one
stroke.
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Apply light colors to scales and
fins.
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Draw fine lines to depict Kitaro’s
hair and the carp’s scales.
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Pigments are collected from around

the world. The red pigment used for
Kintaro is particularly vivid.
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eyes to make a lively
expression.
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Attach to the carp an eye made
from aluminum foil.

6. rj“EﬁE / Completed.




