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History

It is believed that the industries of carpets in Sakai originated in 1831, when Fujimoto
Shozaemon, a maker of braid in Sakai, began producing “Sakai dantsu” by modeling them
after carpets produced in China and the Nabeshima (Saga) domain on Kyushu Island in
Japan. The carpet became popular throughout the nation after Fujimoto Shotaro, one of
Shozaemon’s grandsons, displayed products at the first domestic industrial exhibition held
in 1877. During their golden age, many dantsu carpets were exported to various countries in
recognition of their elegant designs and colors, which reflected Japanese sense of beauty.
The carpets were designated as traditional crafts of Osaka Prefecture in 1986 and
intangible folk cultural properties of Osaka Prefecture in 2006. Today, weavers in Sakai are
engaged in preservation activities to pass down these techniques.
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The production of Displayed at the Designated as Designated as

Sakai dantsu first domestic traditional crafts of intangible folk cultural

carpets originates. industrial exhibition. Osaka Prefecture. properties of Osaka
Prefecture.
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This museum introduces Sakai’s traditional
industries. In addition to exhibitions, the museum
holds various workshops and demonstrations. In

shops, Sakai's traditional craftworks are available, including knives, bleached and
dyed cotton items, incense sticks, kelp products, and carp streamers.
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Sells a wide range of products for
home and professional use.
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The museum displays various types of
knives produced in Sakai, along with
the related history and manufacturing
processes.
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Sells traditional products, such as
bleached and dyed cotton items,
incense sticks, and kelp products.
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The room introduces traditional
industries, including cotton bleaching
and hand-dyeing, incense sticks, and
kelp processing.

Information

Address 1-1-30 Zaimokuché-nishi, Sakai Ward,
Sakai City, Osaka 590-0941

Phone +81-72-227-1001

Hours 10:00~17:00

Closed days Closed on the third Tuesday of each
month (ifit falls on a holiday, closed
the following day)and December 29—
January 3 *Might be closed
temporarily on other days.

Admission free . E E
Official website of Sakai '3
Traditional Crafts Museum p [E]
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Sakai Handwoven Carpets

Sakai Handwoven Carpets are hand woven by using yarns of multiple
colors. It requires a long time to produce a carpet by weaving
high-quality natural yarns with a large loom. The finished products,
however, feature fine texture and exceptional durability, which enables
their owners to use them for life. In Sakai, the technique of weaving
intricate patterns using a variety of colors threads is also widely
practiced.
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To produce a carpet, four weft yarns are twined around two warp yarns.
While four weft yarns of the same color are usually used, in Sakai, weft
yarns of various colors are used, which enables the creation of complex
designs.
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How to Produce
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Twine the yarns carefully
around the large spool.
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Twine the yarns around the loom
and set the warp yarns.
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Check the yarn arrangement
and color combinations by
looking at the pattern before
beginning to weave.
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Twine the colored weft yarns
around the warp yarns. After
this step, cut the weft yarns
with scissors. Repeat this
process.
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Tie four colored yarns around
two warp yarns.
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After tying, cut the weft yarns

with scissors and adjust the
knots.
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Cut the weft yarns to align the
thickness.
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While most textiles are woven by machinery, Sakai carpets are hand woven
even today. Since this method requires a long time to weave, even skilled
artisans can weave only four to five layers a day. The finished products,
however, are very durable, enabling their owners to use them for life.

MV IEEL RS EEDTERE RS RO

Fa
BR R

Weftyarn ) Warpyarn

e v
L SR

EOA T HRVERDES,
Various ways of tying make different impressions.
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After weaving one layer, insert

the weft yarns among the warp
yarns.
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Beat up the newly inserted
weft yarns with the reed.
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Align the yarns with a comb.
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Using a board, cut the weft

| yarns to align the thickness as

indicated by the board. Repeat
this process for each layer.
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After finishing weaving, trim the
carpet.
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